
Psalms 9-101

From the “Gates of Death” to the “Gates of Zion”:
Hoping & Waiting for the Rule of Yahweh in Every Place

My Translation

For the director of music. According to muth-labben. 
A psalm of David.

1[2] I will praise Yahweh with all my heart.
      Let me recount all your wonderful acts.
2[3] Let me rejoice and let me exult in you;
      Let me sing of your name, O ’Elyôn.2

_______________________________________________________
________________________________

3[4] [In the past], when my enemies retreated,
     they stumbled and perished on account of you.
4[5] Truly, [then] you upheld my right and my cause;
     you mounted [your] throne as a righteous judge.
5[6] You rebuked the nations and destroyed the wicked;
     their name you wiped away for ever and ever.
6[7] Enemies were dispensed with in perpetual ruins,
     you uprooted their cities; any memory of them perished.

___________________________________
___________________________ 

7[8] Indeed, Yahweh sits as ruler forever;
      he has founded his throne for just judgment.
8[9] It is he who judges the world with righteousness;
      he gives decisions to the peoples with equity.
9[10] Thus, Yahweh is an insurmountable refuge for the crushed,
       an insurmountable refuge, I say, in the straits of life.
10[11]Yes, those who have experienced your nature trust you,
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___________________________

1Originally Psalms 9 and 10 comprised one unified psalm. I treat them here as a unified 
work.

2i.e. “Most High.”



        for you have not abandoned those who seek you, O Yahweh.
11[12] Sing of Yahweh who presides at Zion;
         broadcast among the nations his deeds.
12[13] For, he avenges the dead; he remembers them;
         he has not forgotten the cry of the afflicted.

______________________________________
________________________

13[14] [Now] show your favor to me, O Yahweh; 
         take note of my misery caused by those who hate me!
         Bear me aloft away from the gates of death
14[15]  so that I may recount all of the songs that praise you.
         In the gates of the Daughter of Zion, I will exult in your salvation.
15[16] The nations have sunk into the [very] pit they have made;
          in the net which they have hidden, their [own] feet are trapped.
16[17]  Yahweh has revealed himself; he has executed justice;
         by the fabrication of their [own] hands, the wicked are ensnared.
17[18]  May the wicked return to she’ol,3
          [that is], all the nations who forget God.
18[19]  However, the poor will never be forgotten;
          the hope of the afflicted will never perish.
19[20]  Arise, Yahweh, let not frail mortals defy [you];
         let the nations be judged before you.
20[21]  Ordain terror for them, O Yahweh;
         let the nations acknowledge that they are [but] frail mortals.

_____________________________________________________
_______________________________

1 Why [now], O Yahweh, do you stand far off?
  Why do you shut [your eyes] to the straits of life?
2 Arrogantly the wicked fan the flames against the wretched.
   [Yet], they will be trapped in the schemes which they have devised.
3 The wicked actually boast about the cravings of their [own] gullet,4

   for they have blessed the profiteer while they disparage Yahweh.
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___________________________

3That is, the realm of the dead. This realm was widely referred to as “the place of no 
return.” Thus, note the psalmists play on this idea.

4The word nefeš literally refers to the throat or gullet. By extension it comes to represent 
the person as an entity.



4 The wicked, with nose high in the air, do not seek after [him];
   There is no God in all their scheming.
5 Their own ways prevail every time.
  Your exalted judgments are far from them.
  As for all their adversaries, they huff at them.
6 They think in their hearts, 

“No harm can ever make me stagger.”

7 [All the while] their mouths are full of curses, fraud, and deceit;
  under their tongues loom mischief and disaster.
8 They sit poised to ambush unprotected settlements;
   in secret they slay the innocent.
   Their eyes lie in wait for their next unfortunate victim;
9 They wait secretly like a lion in its lair.
   They lie in wait to catch the wretched;
   they abduct the wretched, dragging them away in their net.
10 They are crushed; they collapse;
    these unfortunates fall under this kind of might.
11 [The wicked] think in their hearts, 

“’El5 has forgotten;
he has hidden his face;
he cannot not see endlessly.”

12 Arise, O Yahweh! O ’El,6 raise your hand!
    Do not forget those who are bowed down.

___________________________________
__________________________

13 Why do the wicked disparage God?
    They say [to him] in their hearts,

“You will not hold me accountable”!
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5i.e. God.

6i.e. God..



14 But you, [God], certainly do see mischief and vexation;
    you do take notice to put [all this] into your sovereign hand.
   The hapless abandon [their plight] to you;
   As for the orphan, it is you who has become [his] helper.
15 Break the arm of those who are wicked and evil!
   You must seek out their wickedness
    [until] you cannot find it [anymore].7

___________________________________
________________________

16 Yahweh is King for ever and ever;
     the nations will perish from their own land(s).
17 The craving of the bowed down you have heard, O Yahweh.
    You are the foundation for their heart. You have given them your open ear 
18  to dispense justice to the fatherless and the crushed.
    Thus, never again will frail mortals of the earth perpetrate terror. 
    
My Reflections

What moves Yahweh to act? On what account does Yahweh rise from his throne?  
On whose behalf does he lift his right arm?  

The faith of this psalmist and of the community to / for whom he speaks declares 
that on the one hand, Yahweh rises from his throne on behalf of the afflicted, the 
poor, the wretched, the crushed, the hapless, the bowed down, and the orphan. 

On the other hand, according to our writer, Yahweh rises from his throne against the 
arrogant, the self-sufficient, the impudently secure, and the God-defying victimizers 
and predators that roam the earth.

Though there may be much of life which seems settled for Christians in North 
America, much of life for most of the world’s human inhabitants remains unsettled 
and unsettling. Our psalmist characterizes the unsettling agent as “the wicked,” “the 
enemy,” and “the nations.” Our psalmist gives us an in-depth profile of such an 
unsettling agent:  he is arrogant, autonomous, self-aggrandizing, insubordinate, 
impudent, blasphemous, oppressive, cruel, and opportunistic. This enemy veils his 
intentions of consuming hapless victims. On the one hand, the “wicked” in search of 
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7Cf. the NRSV.



prey may be personal or individual. On the other hand, the enemy may manifest 
itself as institutional (that is religious, social, economic, political, or governmental). 
Whatever its form, it is always seductive, boastful, defiant, self-serving, and 
voracious.

The psalmist is confident that Yahweh’s heart and agenda are with the wretched and 
hapless victims of such predators. From what quarter does faith in Yahweh’s 
commitment to act for the poor and against the oppressor arise? The psalmist’s / 
community’s memory of  their experience with Yahweh in the past fuels the hope 
and inspires the confidence that Yahweh as the one and only just and righteous 
judge will once more rise from his throne. When he does so, he will make his 
sovereignty known in effective ways in real time. 

The psalmist asserts that Yahweh is not on his way to becoming King—he is 
already enthroned as Sovereign in heaven and in Zion. He asserts that Yahweh is 
not on his way to becoming a just and righteous judge—his judgments form the very 
foundation that upholds the cosmos. This justice already administered by Yahweh 
engenders in the psalmist and in his community the audacity to imagine a day when 
Yahweh will bring a lasting end to oppressive human structures which are inimical 
to life and to the life of faith.

From such a psalm as this, it is clear that the faith of a believing community is of 
necessity an unfinished faith in search of validation and consummation.  Our 
confession and praise arise from an unfinished faith which lives with jagged edges 
and threadbare weave. Such an unfinished faith, however, is tethered in hope to 
Yahweh’s royal train, as it were, as he presses inexorably forward to complete his 
own as yet unfinished work. Thus, a tattered, frayed, and unsettled faith is in the 
process of  resolving its unfinished business. The believer’s heart learns to beat in 
tandem with the eschatologically tuned and turned heart of Yahweh. The believer’s 
heart praises . . . and waits. It remembers, laments . . . and still anticipates. It doubts 
and groans . . . yet, it anxiously longs for that One in whom it trusts. 

“May your kingdom come; may your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven” 
(Matt 6:10)

   “And then the kingdom will be Yahweh’s”
(Obad 21b)
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