
Psalm 5: 
“Seeing with the Eyes of Your Heart”

For the director of music. For pipes. A psalm of David.

My Translation

Pleading to Be Heard On High

1[2] To my words please listen, O Yahweh,
        pay careful attention to my sighing.
2[3] Listen attentively to my cry for help, my King and my God,
        for it is to you [and no other] that I am praying.
3[4] O Yahweh, in the morning you will hear my voice;
        in the morning I set out [requests] before you, then I will watch and wait.

Yahweh’s Disposition toward All Victimizers & Their Sins

4[5] To be sure, you are not a God who takes pleasure in wrongs;
        with you, evil sojourns as something alien.
5[6] Those who are foolish cannot stand their ground at your gaze.
        You hate all who practice injustice;  6[7] you destroy those who speak lies.
        It is persons of bloodshed and deceit that Yahweh abhors.

The Psalmist’s Commitment & Petition

7[8] But I, by your great steadfastness, will enter your house;
        I will bow down toward your holy temple in reverence for you.
8[9] O Yahweh, lead me by your righteousness
        because of my enemies—make your way level before me.
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An Appraisal of the Victimizers & 
The Psalmist’s Imprecation upon Them

9[10] Indeed, there is nothing of substance in their mouths;
  their insides are destruction [itself].
    Their throat is an opened grave;
    they flatter with their tongues.
10[11] Make them pay for their guilt, O God!
    Let them collapse from their schemes.
    Because of the weight of their crimes, drive them away,
    for they have rebelled against you.

Confidence in Yahweh’s Protection & Blessing

11[12] But let all who take refuge in you rejoice;
    let them exult forever.
    You will enclose them with your protection,
    then those who love your name will rejoice in you.
12[13] For you will bless the righteous, O Yahweh;
    you will encircle them with your favor as with a shield. 
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My Reflectons

“Trouble” leaves its signature in the physical world. It is an abiding reality of 
human nature and existence. There is “trouble” somewhere–everywhere; of some 
kind–of every kind; on some days–every day. Sometimes, “trouble” has personal 
names–names we know–names that are all too near to us. And so the “trouble” and 
the troubler(s) come to us. 

In this psalm, the “trouble” comes in the form of vicious schemes and 
personal verbal attacks which mask far more serious crimes against God and 
humanity. Why should this be? How could this be in a world over which Yahweh is 
sovereign?  How does His Kingdom come? When does His Rule begin? Where and 
how can we see God’s Kingdom now? 

Through lament, pleading, prayer, and audacious demand, the psalmist 
addresses his God as King. Although the absolute values of the King and of His 
Kingdom are extolled, they are unseen. The “trouble” obscures any view of them. 
The Kingdom of God appears to be inoperative and inert. In his lament, our psalmist 
reaffirms this insight:  only the dimension of sight that is granted to faith and to 
faithfulness is able to penetrate the gloom of personal victimization and the ubiquity 
of cultural darkness. Our psalmist grounds both his bold audacity and his patience 
upon this truth.

The psalmist testifies to the Truths of Yahweh’s reign while at the same time 
exposes the horrifying darkness that presses in on him. He is in total emphathy with 
Yahweh’s hatred and abhorrence of such anti-Kingdom behavior. Furthermore, the 
psalmist has definite ideas about what should happen to his victimizers. However, 
he leaves to Yahweh the execution of his plans for vengence.  In the meantime, he 
watches and waits for the burden of sin to take its toll on his “troublers.”

Faith places its petitions before Yahweh. Faithfulness watches and waits for 
divine vindication. We trust our faithful and righteous King to clear our path and 
provide a way forward.  In the interim, we find an unseen refuge in Yahweh where 
there is inward joy and even exultation.  In the house of our God we join a 
community of the faithful which walks and exults in the provision of the King’s 
protection, favor, and shield. Together we comprise a downpayment on the coming 
Kingdom in its fullness. Indeed, even now we can reconfigure the horizon and bring 
into view the King and his beauty “with the eyes of our heart.”1
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___________________________

1Cf. Eph 1:15-23.


