
Psalm 14: “The Perils of Giving Up on Yahweh”

My Translation

Wrong Conclusions from Wrong Assumptions

1)  A fool thinks the following in his heart: 

“God does not exist! [People] have behaved corruptly! They have acted
abhorrently! There is no one who is doing [the] good!”

Yahweh’s Own Investigation

2) For his part, Yahweh has peered out upon humanity from heaven to discover
     whether there is anyone with insight who is purposely seeking after God, [with
     the following results:] 

Yahweh’s Findings

3)  “The totality of them have turned aside; they have become immoral
      en masse! There is no one who is doing [the] good! There is not even
      one!”

The Irony of Knowing Better, but Doing the Worst

4)  Can it be that all those who perpetrate evil have never come to know
      [Yahweh]?

     These are they who continually devour my people [just] as they have consumed
     bread! [But] Yahweh they do not invoke!

Yahweh’s Presence with, beside, and for the Righteous Afflicted

5)  Right now!—[the wicked] shudder with dread!  
      —For indeed, God is with the community of the righteous!

6)  It is the company of the afflicted that you [wicked] try to bring to shame!
      —However, Yahweh himself is their refuge.

Aspiration & Hope Based on a Countermove from Yahweh

7)  Oh that from Zion salvation would [come] for Israel, when Yahweh reverses
      the fortunes of his people! [Then] Jacob will exult! Israel will rejoice!
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My Reflections

Life brings us crises, trials, and tragedies that we can and do turn into justifications 
for saying in our hearts: “There is no God.” At such life-junctures, what we really 
mean by such an audacious conclusion is that as far as we are concerned, God has 
become irrelevant. Consequently, God will no longer play any role in our thoughts, 
decisions, and actions. We have become “practical atheists”—“practical atheists” 
who attend church.1

From the biblical perspective, the “fool” arrives at his “no-God-for-me-stance” 
over time through an intramural disputation fueled by his own observations, 
experiences, assumptions, and conclusions. The process unfolds something like this: 

(1) “the world is hopelessly dark and evil”; 
(2) “from all appearances, God is not doing anything about it”; 
(3) “if there is a God, it makes no difference whether I or anyone else
      follows his will or defies it”; 
(4) “since there is no accountability to this God, I can live for myself at the
      expense of others with total impunity”; 
(5) “I will become my own “god” as it were, and join the ‘dark side’.”

By the time the fool’s assumptions and conclusions have fully deployed, they have 
formed an irresistible vortex of victimizing consumption to which he himself falls 
victim. 

A person is a fool (morally) in the first place because he has arrogated to himself 
prerogatives that belong to God. Only Yahweh is in a position to make 
comprehensive appraisals about the state of the human heart and what, if anything, 
can or should be done about it. 

Secondly, the fool is marked by his failure to remember the story of Yahweh in 
relation his world, its inhabitants, and to his people Israel. In the days of Noah, 
Yahweh’s examination of human hearts found them so vile that he carried out a 
pogrom against all humanity and the corrupted earth on a cataclysmic scale (cf. Gen 
6:1-13). Against newly-covenanted Israel at Mt. Horeb, Yahweh decreed total 
annihilation in the aftermath of the great apostasy via the golden calf (Exod 32:1-
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1For a fuller account of the musings of a “fool’s” heart which lead to such a view of God, 
see Ps 10:4-6, 13, Ps 73:11, and Mal 3:13-18.



20). In his portrayals of the surveillance of humanity by both the fool and by 
Yahweh (vss. 1-2), the psalmist has deliberately invoked the language of these two 
biblical narratives (i.e. “corrupt”; “turn away”). In each instance, Yahweh discerned 
a remnant of righteousness through which he negotiated a way to refound a 
relationship first with all humanity and subsequently with Israel. This is what 
Yahweh does:  he finds ways to go forward despite the darkness of sin and evil. The 
mark of the fool is that he gives up and gives in, though Yahweh goes on in purpose 
and in hope! 

When one works from a “no-God-for-me stance,” he soon turns his self-serving 
ways upon that righteous remnant of his own generation. The dark hole in his 
universe which is of his own creation seeks to devour all that is light around it. 
However, Yahweh is faithful to his remnant. This is the refrain of the biblical story. 
He is our refuge against the “no-god” / “other-god / “anti-god” proponents of our 
time. 

In his faithfulness, Yahweh shows himself to be a master of reversals. He makes of 
the NO-thing something great and grand, and he unmasks the grandiose pretenders 
of the world to reveal their insignificance and irrelevance (1 Cor 1:18-31). We wait 
for Yahweh who, on behalf of his remnant, reverses all fortunes. 

Why would we give up on Yahweh when he steadfastly refuses to give up on us? 
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