
Psalm 12:  “Creating Worlds with Impudent Words”

My Translation

[1] For the director of music. 
Upon the šemînît. A psalm of David.

 1[2] Save [us], O Yahweh!
        For [the] pious have come to an end;
        Truly, [the] trustworthy have disappeared from humankind.
2[3]  Everyone speaks falsely to his neighbor;
         with smooth talking lips, they speak with a double-mind. 
 3[4] May Yahweh extinguish all “slick”-speaking lips [and] tongues which utter
         impudent words—4[5] such as:
     
         “By our tongues we have become powerful;
         it is our own lips that are “with us”—who [else] is our master?”

_______________

 5[6]  “On account of the violent oppression against the wretched
         and because of those sighing in misery,
         Now I will arise,” says Yahweh.
         I will effect salvation [for] those who long for it.”

________________

6[7]  The words of Yahweh are words that are pure,
         like silver refined in an earthen crucible, filtered seven times.
 7[8] Only you, O Yahweh, can guard us;
         [Only you] can protect us both in this generation and forevermore.
8[9]  [For] all around the wicked freely roam back and forth
         while what is highly valued by humankind is utterly vile.

My Reflections

Words both create and dismantle worlds. Yahweh’s Word and World are constantly 
under assault. Our psalmist speaks for himself and others (including ourselves) who 
suffer under the lordship of the arrogant and the impudent. Such persons cruelly rule 
worlds they believe to have created by their sheer utterances. They impute to their 
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words divine-like power to bring into being, as if by fiat, the vile imaginations of 
their own dark hearts. Their lips lay claim to heaven and earth, as it were. Such 
claims are, of course, illusory and delusional. But for all of that, they nevertheless 
constitute attempts at dismantling Yahweh’s World which is predicated upon his 
Word. 

We often find ourselves baffled if not buffeted by a battle of words and their 
respective worlds—that is to say, a battle of worlds and their respective words. 
Many prefer the illusion of worlds created by human words. These are worlds in 
which all the price tags have been switched. These are worlds whose inhabitants 
have lost their ability to value the noble and enduring character of the gifts of 
Yahweh. These are worlds which are lost in their own self-assertion and self-
absorption.  As a consequence, these are worlds which feed off the oppression and 
the exploitation of others. Such worlds and words are forever alienated from the 
World and the Word of Yahweh.

Nevertheless, in our longing for insight, for renewal, and for reorientation, Yahweh 
will come to save us from such a time of darkness and chaos. Even now he rises 
from his throne to utter once more his refined and purified Word. Through the purity 
of his speech which pierces the darkness and banishes chaos, Yahweh creates a 
World and a Way which reflect his own nature and character. The price tags in this 
World and in this Way are appropriately marked.  

Thus, with the psalmist we find ourselves driven to pray:

“Save us, O Yahweh, for we can no longer hear or discern the word or world 
of the pious and the trustworthy. All light is gone. There is only the 
cacophony that rises from the siren songs of our time. All is confusing and 
confused. Let your Word, O Yahweh, and your World arise from the morass 
of  human hubris,  miscalulation, and upended priorities of our generation. Let 
your World, founded upon the purity of your Word once more place our feet 
on solid rock, clarify our minds, and illuminate our path.” 
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