
Psalm 11:  
“Blessed are Those Who Behold the Face of Yahweh, 

for They Shall Fulfill His Righteousness”

My Translation

For the director of music. Of David.

1 “[Since] it is in Yahweh that I have taken refuge,
    how could you all possibly say to me”:  

     ‘Take off like a homeless bird to your mountain [of choice]!
 2  Even now the wicked have bent [their] bows;
     they have made their arrows ready upon [the] strings
     for shooting through the darkness at the upright in heart.
 3 When the foundations have [already] been overthrown, 
 the righteous . . . what have they achieved?’

4  “[To this I say], Yahweh is in his holy temple;
    Yahweh is in heaven on his throne.
    His own eyes have beheld—his very eyelashes have scrutinized humankind.1

5  Yahweh has assayed both the righteous and the wicked.
    Thus, he who loves violence Yahweh hates with his whole being.
6  May he rain upon the wicked fiery coals and burning sulfur;
    may a raging wind be their cup’s portion.
 
7 Since Yahweh is righteous, it is the practice of righteousness that he loves.
    As for the upright—they have [already] beheld a vision of his face.”

My Reflections

 The foundations of justice, society—indeed, of faith are frequently imperiled. 
At times it is as though the upright have become homeless in this world. It appears 
that righteous living has not fulfilled its intended role as salt, leaven, and light. That 
is, the efforts of God’s people seem to have failed to make a difference in the world. 
Doubts now press in; they crowd out trust and hope; they encourage compromise, 
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1Literally, “the sons of man” or “the sons of Adam.”



capitulation, and flight. Some, once stalwart in faith, now forfeit the field in the face 
of overwhelming darkness and adversity. Their counsel of despair urges the entire 
community of faith to flee–in one form or another–in the face of the foe. 
 The psalmist has headlined our psalm with a clear affirmation of his 
unshakable trust in Yahweh as a place of refuge (vs. 1a).  Now in a rejoinder to 
what he considers to be faithless counsel (vss. 1b-3), he gives voice to those in the 
community of faith who continue to trust in Yahweh even when there are 
overwhelming rational justifications for capitulation. In our psalmist’s view, the 
“reasonableness” of faith is rooted in a belief in divine providence and justice.  Such 
trust overthrows self-serving human arguments and rationalizations. Such 
rationalizations place personal well-being above the agenda of the Kingdom of God. 
For our psalmist, for his community, for ourselves—though deadly arrows fly 
through the darkness, abandoning the field is not an option. 
 Neither is such an abandonment an option for Yahweh. Yahweh has not 
forfeited his rule. He has not abdicated his throne. His presence yet fills the cosmos, 
his holy temple. As a just and righteous judge / ruler, Yahweh actively assesses, 
scrutinizes, examines, and assays “the sons of Adam” = “humankind.” In the wake 
of this scrutiny, Yahweh showers his love on those who replicate and propagate his 
righteous ways in real time and in real relationships. At the same time, he funnels his 
intense hatred toward those who foment violence and wrongdoing.
 As we leave the administration of justice to Yahweh, we stay the course of 
right and courageous living. We do this by filling the vista of our vision with more 
and more of Yahweh’s face. His character, nature, and will inform and nurture our 
own courage and resolve toward the imitation of the divine.  On the one hand, there 
are the harrowing terrors of the darkness; on the other hand, there is the life-
enhancing light of Yahweh’s face.  
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