
“Testament” as A Canon of Literature1 
(Represented in the Bodies of Literature of the Old and New Testaments, respectively) 

Differentiated from “Covenant” as A Dynamic Relationship of Mutuality
(A Relationship Initiated by God with His People Involving Mutual Commitment and Divinely Stipulated Beliefs & Practices)

Yahweh Founds Covenant with Israel2 è Literature (Testament) Developing Covenant Implications & Obligations 
 ca. 1255 B.C.  @ Mt. Sinai          Pentateuch-Former Prophets-Latter Prophets-Psalms-Wisdom-Apocalyptic   

        (cf. Exod 19-24)       [the Hebrew/Aramaic canon of 39 books developed from the 13th to the 2nd century B.C.]3

Jesus’ Founds a “New” Covenant4  è Literature (Testament) Developing Covenant Implications & Obligations
               ca. A.D. 33 @ Jerusalem         James (A.D. 45?) / Paul’s Letters (ca. A.D. 49-63) / Gospels, Revelation, etc. (A.D. 60-95)
(cf. Matt 26:28-29):  “This is my blood of the                        [the emerging canon of 27 books developed over a period of  ca. 50 years]      
 covenant, which is poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of sins . . . .” (cf. Exod 24:8)    
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1Irenaeus (A.D. ca. 130-200) was the first of the Church Fathers to use the expression “New Testament” for the collection of sacred Christian 
literature (cf. Adversus haerese 4.9.1 and  Mary Ann Donovan, “Irenaeus of Lyons” in Encyclopedia of Christianity , ed. Erwin Fahlbusch, 2:742-43  (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001).

2 Yahweh’s covenant with Israel was put into effect from the moment, as it were, of Israel’s response (i.e. “Everything Yahweh has said we will do, 
Exod 19:8; 24:4a, 7b) to Yahweh’s stipulation (“I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God . . . .”; Exod 6:7; ) along with ( “. . . you will be my 
treasured possession; . . . you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”; Exod 19:5-6).

From the time of Moses, Miriam, Joshua, and Deborah, the earliest parts of Israel’s Scripture not only come into existence but also begin to function 
authoritatively in some way for the people of Israel. The growth of Scripture by divine revelation and by Israelite consensus was slow, arduous, and sometimes 
controversial as it gradually developed into a body of literature which functioned authoritatively for Second Temple Judaism (ca. 515 B.C. – A.D. 70).

3It is probable that Ecclesiastes was written in the late 4th or early 3rd century B.C.  In addition, parts of Daniel 7-11 almost certainly date from ca. 
165 B.C. 

4It is likely that Jesus viewed his “new” covenant as the eschatologically framed “new” covenant with Israel & with Judah anticipated at Jer 31:31-34. 
Regardless, from the time of the inauguration of Jesus’ “new” covenant the night of his betrayal (or alternatively on Pentecost following Jesus’ ascension) until 
at least the proposed time of the writing of  the book of James, none of our present 27 books in the New Testament canon were in existence. The earliest 
Christians were members of the new covenant of Jesus in the absence of the new literature which progressively and eventually developed from it. Thus, we see 
the existence of a “new covenant” church, as it were, functioning with the “Old Testament” canon as its Scripture (for the most part in the form of the LXX).  
Indeed, from the outset the Old Testament literature continuously supplied the church with a hermeneutical and interpretive framework as well as a spiritual 
and ethical resource. These functions are clearly observable throughout the emerging New Testament literature. 


